
 

“It was Sunday, nearly fifteen years ago this July 

that a gathering of 11 persons met to worship in 

what is now known as the Blue Ridge Performing 

Arts Center in downtown Hendersonville. It was a 

bold move on the part of this small Baptist 

congregation that later claimed the name, 

Providence Baptist Church.”  

    ~By Rev. Buddy Corbin, adapted from Times-News article.  
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Sunday Schedule 

9:00am Sunday School 

10:30am Worship 

11:30am Deeper 

2:00pm Brookdale Worship 

4:00pm 7th Ave Worship Meal 
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From the desk of Michelle McClendon. . . 
In the fall of 2013, I learned that Providence was looking for an associate 
pastor. Having lost my job the previous summer, I was still recovering from the 
hurt, so a church role was not of major interest. Had it not been for the fact 
that I had gotten to know Julie in 2011 I probably would not have considered 
it. But Julie and I shared similar pastoral values and our views of the 21st 
century church were consistent. I knew a minimal amount about Providence, 
so seeking clarity I went on the website looking for some clue as to whether 
my gifts and intersections of faith and life might be a fit. 

The first thing that caught my eye was the “About Us” section of the 
webpage; “Our Values: Get to know what makes us who we are.”  That 
resonated with me as many churches do not identify clearly what drives 
them from within and makes the church who it is. I was impressed by the 
simple fact that a church the size and age of Providence had shaped itself 
so intentionally. So I clicked on the link and read: “Providence Baptist Church 
is a community of faith led by the Holy Spirit to worship with integrity, inquire 
with open minds, and minister with compassion in order to proclaim the reign 
of God as revealed in the Gospel of Jesus Christ.” And the six values 
followed: Going to the Other, Growth, Hospitality, Inclusiveness, Simplicity, 
Worship. I reached the bottom of that page and thought, “I’m home. 
Everything on this page is something that I value and am passionate about.” 
The second thing I thought was, “Does this church truly live these values?” So 
Rod and I visited worship, we met folks who were part of the church, and we 
learned how Providence lives its witness in the world. I became more and 
more convinced that this church was home for me/for us. The church walks 
its values talk and that matters to me-because I’m convinced that healthy 
congregations live from the inside out. This is not to say that we live out our 
values perfectly as there are new articulations and iterations to explore.  

We revisit our values each year so we can remember who we are-calling 
ourselves back to seek to discern the spirit’s work for us. We measure 
ourselves-how faithful have we been to that which shapes us? We dream 
more closely God’s dream for us-what are we called to embody? 

On each of the next 6 Sundays--January 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 and Feb 7—we will 
focus on one of our values in worship. Proclaiming each Sunday are folks 
from our own congregation who are passionate about the value on which 
they are preaching. I hope you will be intentional about your worship 
attendance as we remember, reconnect with, and look for new meaning 
and calling. And plan to stay after the service for Deeper, where we can talk 
about that value together. 
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SMALL GROUP OPPORTUNITIES 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ALL AGES 
Every Sunday @ 9:00am 

Look for details in e-news & worship guide. 

 

FREE FOR ALL 
Every Tuesday @ 8:30am 

at The Green Room Café  

All are welcome as we discuss the upcoming 

Sunday’s scripture. See pg 7 for weekly verse. 

 

MID-DAY PRAYER 
Every Tuesday @ 12:00pm at Providence House 

Join us once a week for a time of prayer, song, and reflection at Providence 

House from 12-12:20pm. All faiths welcome to rest and reconnect! 

 

GET REAL 2.0 
1st Wednesday of every month beginning at 5:30pm 
Join us for a POTLUCK and program called Get Real 2.0 that will be led by 

PBC members. Nursery and children’s activities provided. 

 

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP LUNCHEON 
Meets every other month for lunch and program. 

Look for details in weekly e-news and worship guide. 

 

MEN’S BREAKFAST 
Friday, January 8 @ 8:30am at The Blackberry Mountain Café 

The Men’s group meets the second Friday of each month. All ages welcome. 

 

D3 Dinner~Dream~Discern 
3rd Wednesday of every month beginning @ 5:30pm 
Join us for a catered DINNER followed by a time to gather, dream, and 

discern. Nursery and children’s activities provided. Donations welcome. 

 
Parable Of The Sower by Bertram Poole 
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Where Christ’s Love Is Freely Mine . . . 
A story by Karen Jackson 

In 1998 I found myself adrift, dissolving a twenty-eight-year marriage 

and seeking a new career.  During this time I read Annie Dillard’s essay 

“An Expedition to the Pole” and identified with the explorers who 

wandered in a frozen wasteland, unable to distinguish land from sky. In 

her story, Dillard asks if ice belongs to heaven or earth. “Not the ice,” I 

scribbled in a journal I was keeping, “Where do I belong?” An image 

came of me standing in that surreal landscape, sockets empty, 

looking for eyes. 

Retreats at a Poor Clare monastery helped ground me for brief 

periods, but I felt increasingly disoriented, as if suspended between a 

human and divine existence. On one of my stays I prayed, “May I live 

each day in communion with You and may I share Your love with 

those whose lives intersect mine.” As if to echo this prayer, a melody 

and one stanza of a hymn came to me on a walk.  The song kept 

playing in my head until I unpacked my seldom-played flute and 

recorded the notes and words.  

During the next five years, I sold the family home and accepted short-

term consulting contracts that provided opportunities for spiritual 

exploration. I also participated in a Companions in Christ program in 

which a woman shared a hymn that had been “given to her.” Her 

husband had scored and published it for the family, and I summoned 

the courage to ask if he would do the same with my basic notations. 

In editing the tune, he modified the third line so that it no longer 

sounded like the ethereal melody I’d heard. I played his version a 

couple of times then filed it away.   

Several years later, my body began to experience burning sensations, 

exhaustion, and weight loss.  Only Sabbath walks and strolls in nature 

seemed to foster healing. 

During this time, a colleague offered to ask Annie Dillard to look over 

some of my writing. I considered sending the reflections I’d drafted in 

response to her essay, but they didn’t seem to merit review. 
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Revisiting them, however, stirred my spirit; for on one of my walks the 

music from seven years earlier began to swim in my head.  In addition, 

words came for two more verses. 

The sequence of events seemed so providential that I asked two 

friends, lyricist Mel Bringle and composer Robert Hudson, to serve as 

musical midwives. Mel critiqued the text; Robert added harmony that 

captured the feeling of the hymn. As the song came to life, a fourth 

and final stanza surfaced on a river rafting trip—a benediction of sorts.  

I’m forever grateful to Robert and Mel. Without their help, this gift 

could never have been offered to others. The hymn bears witness to 

an experience I once felt was rare, but now know many people share. 

In circles, grocery lines, retreats and hospital waiting rooms, strangers 

and loved ones have relayed stories about being caught up in a 

space or a place where Christ’s love freely flows. 

In the ensuing years, my sockets graced with new eyes, I’ve come to 

see heaven and earth (and all the other planets and galaxies and 

universes) not as divided landscapes but the whole of Creation 

permeated with the Cosmic Christ’s light and love. 

 

And my time here on Earth with fellow explorers? A few lines from an 

essay by Heather King entitled “Heaven and Earth” capture it best for 

me: I am beginning to believe that heaven is not in some other world, 

but shot through the broken world in which we live. May we live well 

together in this heaven-infused landscape we call home. 
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Interfaith Assistance Ministry. . . 
By Charlene Pierard 

The Mission Team of Providence Baptist Church has many different avenues 

of service and outreach.  We have a deep concern that we as a church  

provide help ‘to the least of these’ where we are able.  And, these concerns 

include God’s work abroad and at home.  Locally, PBC has long supported 

the Interfaith Assistance Ministry within our own community.  As an overview 

here are two statements which describe the work of IAM. “IAM is a faith-

based nonprofit organization committed to meeting the basic needs of 

Henderson County families in financial crisis.  Founded in 1984, IAM is funded 

by congregations, businesses, civic groups and individuals and is powered 

by almost 300 volunteers who contribute over 36,000 hours of service every 

year.”   These few words describe well the purpose of this organization. 

   

The second item of note is their stated purpose: The mission of IAM is to 

provide emergency relief to county residents who find themselves in financial 

crisis.  The “needs” are described in several different ways.  A family may be 

in need of such things as food, clothing, or funds to pay basic bills.  It is not 

uncommon that a needy family will qualify for assistance in one or more of 

the areas.  Moreover, a family may also be provided guidance and referrals 

to other agencies when appropriate. 

 

The agency’s motto is “We are the hands that distribute what the heart of 

the community provides….offering a hand up, not a hand out.” We, the 

members and friends of PBC help fulfil the offering a hand up part of the 

motto.  We do our ‘bit’ by contributing food each month – often bringing the 

specific foods designated for each month.  Our congregation also donates 

funds which IAM can use to purchase items such as hams and frozen meats. 

 

The Mission Team is grateful for the support our congregation has given to 

IAM over past years.  During the year of 2015 contributions and donations 

have included the following: Food - over 1,000 pounds; Clothing - 10 bags, 4 

children’s coats, hats, scarves & gloves, 2 pair new children’s shoes; School 

Supplies - 10 pounds and 2 backpacks; Cash – approximately $1135.00 

 

Thank you for your generosity, prayers, love, and support of local missions! 
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Sunday Preaching Schedule & Readings 

Jan 3 Charles Myers ~ Value: WORSHIP 

Isaiah 60:1-7 / *Matthew 2:1-12 

 

Jan 10 John Laney ~ Value: GOING TO THE OTHER 

Isaiah 43:1-7 / *Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 

 

Jan 17 Michael Lee ~ Value: HOSPITALITY   

Isaiah 62:1-5 / *Revelation 3:17-22 

 

Jan 24 Michelle McClendon ~ Value: INCLUSIVENESS 
Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10 / Psalm 19 / 1 Corinthians 12:12-31a / *Luke 4:14-21 

 

Jan 31 Elizabeth Howe ~ Value: GROWTH 

Genesis 1 / Psalm 71:1-6 / 1 Corinthians 13:1-13 / *Mark 8:31-38 
 

*Free For All Verse 
Free For All meets every Tuesday at 8:30am at The Green Room Café. 

Join us as we discuss the upcoming Sunday's scripture reading. 

 

 

Francis of Assisi Icon 
Sunday, January 24 at Providence Baptist Church 

The Icon of Francis of Assisi is a gift from the Fraternity of Baptist Churches of 

Cuba to the Alliance of Baptists. The Alliance invites the U.S. churches with 

partnerships in Cuba to pray and worship with the icon throughout the year. 

The icon was made by a staff member of the prison chaplaincy team of 

Cuba who is also a member of the First Baptist Church of Matanzas. 

Francisco “Paco” Rodés offered the following about iconography: The icon 

is considered more than a work of art; it is like holy scripture, because in 

some it incarnates the message of God. Paco also offered this prayer: Like 

the traditional long life of icons the Fraternity wishes a long and healthy 

relationship with the Alliance in the spirit of peace and love for the creation 

of Saint Francis. 
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January Birthdays 
  6 Bill Scott 

  6 Jane Handley 

  9 Annette Hudson 

10 Dutch Coulter 

11 Martha Smith 

12 Evan Beasley 

15 Glenda Tapper 

19 Andrew Tate 

21 Sarah Strobel 

29 Jessi Holmes 

29 Shirley Merritt 

31 Ardie Gallant 

31 Charlene Pierard 

 
 

IAM DONATIONS 
WINTER CLOTHING & SUPPLIES: Pillows and Warm Blankets. Warm Coats all 

sizes, Hats & Gloves, and Winter Boots in all sizes. 

Place non-perishable items in the bin located near the main entrance of the 

church. Large donations & Produce may be taken directly to IAM    

 

Our Values 

Going to the Other ~ Growth ~ Hospitality 

Inclusiveness ~ Simplicity ~ Worship 

 
Rev. Julie Merritt Lee, Pastor 

Rev. Dr. Michelle McClendon, Associate Pastor 

Robert & Annette Hudson, Music Directors 

Rev. Gail Coulter, Pastor Emerita 

 

 

Cooperative Baptist Fellowship 

www.cbf.net 


